Western aid can help maintain its course

_As African stability gets on track,

Amid the global financial crisis
Africa needs even more help,
writes Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

O more than a decade, much of Alrica

Ieas been moving forwand. Ecorsmmic

growth is risin verty is falling and
demacratic gm'am:;l'ngfw 3E;mding. B
llhtglnha] financial erisis threatens toundo
this progress by reducing investment.
exports and aid just as they shoukd be
B:H]_j-&l'l.d.ing!u Bikild an these successes.
& While international attention has becn

understandably focused on events in
Drarfur, Somalia and Zimbabwe, countries
acroas the continent including Ghana,
Tamzania, Mozambigue and Liberia have
bezen quietly tumning their economies
around. Ecomomic geowih rates regularly
exceed 5 per cent in many nations.

Thee key o this prna;mssia e gelalotily
African leadership and mose accouniable
govermance. Teday, mare than 20 African
cotimtries are democracies, up from just
three in the 1980s, They have competitive
elections, mproved human rights and a
auich Freer media. These efonts have been
supported by increasingly effective
developrent ssslstamnce,

refurbished hundreds of health facilides,
begun rebublding roads and restoring
electricity, We have taken steps to root out
corruption and remove unscripubous
officlals. Grrowth has exceeded several peer
cenl peer year. And, mosteritical, we are at
pEace

Wi are restoring our once-vibranl mation
and the crucial component — hope — has
already been revived, Without international
support, we wold not have made this
pragress and woeuld be at snsch greaper risk
of felurning to war,

The ghobal economic crists threatens the
progress inmy countey and elsewhess on
OUF CORCinenE.

Declining remittances from overseas
workers, shrinking trade flows and
invesiment could undermine new
businesses, theow thousands our of work,
and increase tensions and instabilicy,

T'he crisis — which Africa did nothing to
Cause — demands g sirong response,
Adrican nations mast do thedr part by
continuing to tackle corruption, eliminaie
red tage and reduce obstacles to private-
spctor groveth. Bt just as Industrialised
couniries necd a stimulus, African
econaomies need a boost to keep their
progress nn track,

Ther developed natons must keep their
promises to increase aid and make it more

Consider what has happeme;d inmy
country, Litveria, After 14 af

devastating war, we faced enormous
challenges. Our democratically elected

& Today, more than 20 African

countries are democracies, up from
Just three in the 1980s.Y

Giovernment has worked with international
partners and a growing number of private
investors oe o things arownd,

I the prast three years, we have doubled
primary school enrofment natiorwide,

effective. Effective aid is certaindy not the
only answer, but it has an increasingly vital
mlemplm_.r as oldher sources gfﬂnmcedr?
e It is needed o lay the foundations o
help stimulate private sector growth,

I vweoiudd Be & crued :irnn:rl_'[_]usr &5 Africa
begins to succeed, its prospects are cut
short by a crisis beyvond its control. Strong
action by African governments and robust
suppoert from the international commanity
cian keep Africa’s recovery on track, Both
must continue 1o do their part
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